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The National Belgian Futurity 

Show Rules:



The Committee shall be responsible for establishing Show Rules and their amendments from time to time. The Show Rules shall be submitted to the Belgian Alliance for their approval. The Show Rules may be amended by a majority vote of the Committee Members and subject to the approval of the Belgian Alliance
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Two Division – Eight Classes
The National Belgian Futurity will be shown each year in two divisions – Stallions/Geldings (together) and Mares. Each division will have four classes, which will be Weanling, Yearling, Two-Year-Old and Three-Year-Old, for a total of eight classes, four for each division. *Registered Belgian geldings are eligible to be shown in the Futurity, provided they comply with all other requirements of the Futurity rules. Qualifying geldings will show with stallions.

What Horses are Eligible
All horses nominated and shown in the Futurity must be registered with the Belgian Draft Horse Corporation of America or the Canadian Belgian Horse Association. Further, all horses nominated and shown must be the produce of stallions and mares that are registered with the Belgian Draft Horse Corporation of America or the Canadian Belgian Horse Association and properly nominated to the National Belgian Futurity.

Nomination of the Sire
For a horse to be eligible to be shown in the National Belgian Futurity, it is necessary that the Sire be nominated.

The nomination can be made either by the Sire’s owner or the owner of the progeny being nominated to the National Belgian Futurity. Should both the owner of the Sire and the owner of the progeny being nominated to the Futurity, both nominate the Sire, then the Sire’s owner’s nomination shall prevail, and any fees paid by the progeny owner to nominate the Sire shall be returned.

That a nomination fee of $75.00 be paid to the Futurity on or before July 1st of the year the foal is nominated. A late fee of $25.00 if paid after July 1 but no later than July 31st of the current year. However, if a yearling was not nominated as a foal, but is nominated for the yearling class and the Sire was not nominated in the calendar year that the yearling was a foal, then a Sire nomination fee of $100.00 must be paid when that yearling is nominated (see rules for yearling nomination).

The nominator of the Sire will be eligible for Sire payouts from the purse depending on the placings of that sire’s progeny at the Futurity show.

Nomination of the Dam
To nominate a Dam in the Futurity, the following is necessary:

There will be no nomination fee for the Dam.

The nominator of the Dam will be eligible for Dam payouts from the purse depending on the placings of that Dam’s progeny at the Futurity show.

Nomination of a Weanling
In order to have a foal eligible to show as a Weanling in the Futurity, the following conditions must be met:

A $25.00 entry fee must be paid to the Futurity on or before July 1st, a late fee of $25.00 (in addition to the $25 entry fee) if paid after July 1st, but no later than July 31st.

Nomination of a Yearling
In order to have an entry eligible to show in the Yearling Class, the following conditions must be met:

A $50.00 entry fee must be paid to the Futurity on or before July 1st of the year the foal becomes a Yearling. An additional late fee of $25.00 if paid after July 1st, but on or before July 31st, provided that the Yearling was nominated as a Weanling in the preceding year.

However, if the Yearling was not properly nominated as a Weanling in the preceding year, the non-nominated Weanling may be nominated as a Yearling provided that the regular Yearling fee of $50.00 and a late fee of $200.00 is paid on or before July 1st. An additional late fee of $25.00 if paid after July 1st, but on or before July 31st. If the Sire and the Dam of the non-nominated Weanling, which is now being nominated as a Yearling, were not nominated in the year that the Yearling was born, then the Sire and/or Dam will be required to be nominated according to those requirements in the preceding paragraphs.

Nomination of a Two Year Old
In order to have an entry eligible to show in the Two Year Old Class, the following conditions must be met:

The entry must have been entered in the Weanling and Yearling Classes, (including a non- nominated Weanling properly nominated as a Yearling) and all conditions of those classes and all conditions of those nominations must have been fulfilled.

An entry fee of $75.00 must be paid on or before July 1st of the year the entry becomes a Two Year Old. An additional late fee of $25.00 if paid after July 1st but on or before July 31st.

Nomination of a Three Year Old
In order to have an entry eligible to show in the Three Year Old Class, the following conditions must be met:

The entry must have been entered in the Weanling, Yearling (including non-nominated Weanling properly nominated as a Yearling) and Two Year Old Classes and all conditions of those classes must have been fulfilled.
An entry fee of $100.00 must be paid on or before July 1st of the year the entry becomes a Three Year Old. An additional late fee of $25.00 if paid after July 1st but on or before July 31st.

Other Provisions
The Sire, Dam and all horses nominated to the National Belgian Futurity must be registered with the Belgian Draft Horse Corporation of America or the Canadian Belgian Horse Association. Sire and Dam payouts will be calculated by the total monetary premiums of the offspring shown.

Weanlings may be entered/nominated as (pending) registration but cannot be shown unless a properly completed registration certificate with proper fees (and transfer if applicable) are submitted to the breed secretary prior to the show.  For all nominated horses, copies of registration papers no longer need to be submitted at time of nomination, because registration papers can now be viewed online.

For all entries and/or nominations to be eligible, the entry/nomination must be postmarked by the above stated deadlines. Entries/nominations postmarked or made in person after July 31st and up to the day of the show will no longer be accepted.

Unless the National Belgian Futurity Committee and the Belgian Alliance agree otherwise, the National Belgian Futurity Show shall be held in conjunction with the Indiana State Fair, at a time and date to be announced prior to the show.

All classes of the National Belgian Futurity Show presently qualify for the Merit Program and the Committee will strive to continue to have those classes qualify but cannot guarantee the same.

There will be no return of nomination fees. In addition, the right is reserved to reject any entry and nomination and to disqualify any entry or nomination from competition for failure to comply with the By-laws and Show Rules of the Futurity.

The judge for the National Belgian Futurity Show will be chosen by majority vote of the National Belgian Futurity Committee.

Regardless of what has occurred in the past, the above rules will be strictly adhered to.

In fairness to nominators and exhibitors who comply with all of the above rules, payment of fees and nominations and entries will be required.

The Futurity will recognize a Premier Breeder as Follows:
1. First place gets the highest points based on the # of horses in the class and the points decrease by placing.
a. For example: if 9 horses are shown in the class, first place gets 9 points, 2nd gets 8 points, and so on.
2. In event of a tie, a winner will be determined by:
a. The breeder of the Best of Breed of the Futurity
b. If the breeders who are tied did not have the Best of Breed, then the highest point getter where they competed head-to-head in the same class(es).
c. If neither of the above breaks the tie, then there shall be a true tie.
3. The definition of Breeder shall be the individuals(s) or entity as indicated as the Breeder on the registration certificate.

Premium Payouts
Funding/income to the National Belgian Futurity is derived from sire nominations, entry fees from the horses entering the program and donations/sponsorships.

Traditionally, the donations/sponsorships pay for the expenses of the Futurity with a surplus. However, should those donations/sponsorships not be sufficient enough to pay the expenses of the Futurity, then those excess expenses would have to be paid prorated among and based on the amount of income derived from sire nominations and entry fees.

Sire and Dam Payouts
Stallion nominations fund the payouts. 60% of the payout goes to the stallion and 40% to the dams. The first nine places for each are paid as follows: 25%; 20%; 15%; 10%; 8%; 7%; 6%; 5%; and 4%. Should there not be nine horses in each category, then the surplus shall be paid according to the terms that follow.

Exhibited Horse Payouts
Regarding the stallions/geldings and mares actually shown, the total entry fees for each sex and age are added. The preliminary payouts for each age and sex are payable at 25%; 20%; 15%; 10%; 8%; 7%; 6%; 5%; and 4%. Should there not be nine horses in each category, then the surplus shall be paid according to the terms that follow.

Surpluses
Should there be surpluses from the donations/sponsorships; sire and dam payouts; and/or exhibited horses, then those surpluses shall be totaled and the surpluses shall then be attributed 40% to the Three-year olds shown; 30% to the Two-year olds shown; 20% to the yearlings shown; and, 10% to the foals shown. Those sums are then divided by the total number horses in each age group (not sexes) and then added to the preliminary payout for each horse for a total payout for each horse.
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